Prayer
The Petition of Prayer (“How 2 Talk 2 the Lord”)
I.

Prayer Needs to be Fervent:

James 5:16 “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous (a.) man availeth much.”
“effectual fervent” – comes from the Greek word “energeo” which means “to be active and
efficient” or to be “operative”; this is where we get the word “energy” which Webster defines as
the “usable capacity for doing work.”
a. Be Saved
Prov 15:29 “The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.”
John 9:31 “Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God,
and doeth his will, him he heareth.”
b. Be Sincere
Phil 1:9-11 “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in
all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and
without offence till the day of Christ; 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.”
c. Be Sanctified
1 Cor 6:9-11 “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God.”
2 Cor 6:17 “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,”
1Thes 5:18-23 “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you. 19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good. 22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 23 And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
d. Be Specific
Matt 21:21-22 “Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and
doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things,
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.”
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II.

Prayer Needs to Be Frugal

Don’t waste God’s time with:
a. Clichés
Matt 6:5-7 “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily
I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth
in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen
do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.”
b. Calamities
Matt 6:8 “Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him.”
c. Crap
1 Pet 3:10-12 “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from
evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: 11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek
peace, and ensue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open
unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.”
III.

Prayer Needs to be Fair (Loving, Unselfish & Humble)

a. Don’t Be Gross
Matt 5:44-45 “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”
b. Don’t Be Greedy (me, myself & I)
Phil 4:19 “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.”
Matt 6:25-26 “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the
body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
Matt 6:31-34 “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink?
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33 But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
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c. Don’t Be Grand (II Chronicles 7:14 ~ “If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.)
1 Pet 5:5-8 “… and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to
the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you
in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:”
Luke 22:31-34 “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou
art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with
thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow
this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.”
Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a
publican. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not
as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up
so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a
sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every
one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”
Christ ~ Our most humble example
1. He was humble in His birth
a. Wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger
2. He lived a humble life
a. Matt 8:20 “And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of
the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”
3. He died a humble death
a. John 10:17-18 “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my
life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down
of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of my Father.”
b. Luke 22:42-43 “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me:
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 43 And there appeared an angel
unto him from heaven, strengthening him.”
4. His humble example:
a. Matt 6:9-13 “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen.”
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